ds 


CHRONOLOGY 


OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 


PUBLISHED TWICE A MONTH BY THE 


ROYAL INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAI 


Volume 11 No. 9 


AGREEMENTS: 


CONFERENCES: 


DisORDERS 
AND 
HosTILITIEs: 


DIsPUTES: 


ELECTIONS: 


GOVERNMENT CHANGES: Ethiopia 


REPORTS 

SPEECHES 
AND 

STATEMENTS: 


Un j ve 
OF Mic HIGAn 


JUN 


PERIOBICA 
Dine ROOM 


21 April—4 May 1955 


Anglo-Iraqi Debt 295 
Anglo-Pakistan Cotton 299 
Argentine Oil 276-7 
Austrian-Soviet 277-8 
Bolivian-Peruvian 278 
Bulgarian-West German Trade 285 
Chinese-Indonesian 295 
Chinese-Japanese Trade 297 
Chinese Nationalist-Japanese Trade. 281 
Egyptian-Rumanian and se ecdamaanains Trade 281 
Franco-Saar Economic 283 
Laotian-Viet Minh 2g1 
Spanish-United States. : 301 
Turkish-U.S. on Atomic Research 306 
Afro-Asian, Bandung . 274-6 
Algeria 276 
France 282 
Indo-China 2gI-5 
Israeli-Egyptian 296 
Siam ‘ 300 
Syria 301 
Tunisia 302 
Cyprus. ‘ ‘ P ‘ = 280, 288, 290 
French Cantonal 282 
Italian Presidential 296 
West German Land (Lower Saxony) 284 
281 

Libya 298 

Buganda Committee’s Report on Hancock Proposals 302-3 
President Eisenhower on Aid to Asia ; . 305 
M. Faure on French Foreign Policy 283 
Franco-German Statement . i 285 
Siamese Prime Minister on Aid to Asia 305 


U.K. White Paper on Colonial Development F unds 287 


U.S. Statements on Formosa 
273 


304 


274. CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS, VOL. 11, No. 9 


AFRO-ASIAN CONFERENCE. 21 Apr.—Sir John Kotelawala, Prime 
Minister of Ceylon, proposed at a press conference that Formosa 
should be placed under a trusteeship, probably under the United 
Nations. 

Sir John Kotelawala also handed to the press a statement in which he 
urged Communist China to press for the immediate dissolution of the 
Cominform which he described as a ‘central agency directing all forms 
of subversion in our countries’. 

Speaking at the conference, Sir John Kotelawala, asked delegate s to 
declare their opposition to Soviet colonialism in eastern Europe as much 
as to western Imperialism. 

The representatives of Turkey and the Lebanon supported the 
demand. 

22 Apr.—The Turkish and Philippine representatives proposed a 
resolution condemning Communism and the Cominform within the 
general context of colonialism. 

Mr Chou En-lai proposed an alternative resolution condemning 
colonialism in general terms and specifying that colonial Powers should 
be asked to liquidate their holdings within fifteen years. 

During the discussion Mr Nehru remarked that if eastern Europe 
were to be included in their purview there was no end to the places 
which could be cited on one side or the other. 

It was decided to refer the matter to a sub-committee, where dead- 
lock was again reached when the Pakistan representative insisted on a 
reference to Communist satellites which Mr Chou En-lai was unable 
to accept. 

On the question of world peace, U Nu, Prime Minister of Burma, 
proposed a resolution based on the five principles but with the addition 
of clauses respecting fundamental human rights and the principles of 
the United Nations Charter. Other proposals were made by the 
Japanese, Pakistani, and Iraqi representatives, and the Turkish repre- 
sentative made a speech in favour of N.A.T.O., without which, he said, 
his country could not have survived as an independent nation. 

Mr Nehru urged recognition of the profound importance of the 
issues of war and peace. He said that there was another side to the 
story that the Turkish representative had given of N.A.T.O. So-called 
realistic appreciations brought one to the abyss of destruction. India 
would defend herself if attacked, but otherwise she would never take 
part in any war. India did not agree with the Communists or anti- 
Communists. The policies of both those sides led to war. For him, 
Gandhian philosophy, which had real achievements to its credit in 
India, was the answer to the world’s need. 

Mr Nehru went on to say that poorly armed Asian countries could 
make mistakes, but big Powers could not even afford one mistake. They 
had reached final deadlock. Neither of the world’s two colossi could 
defeat or destroy the other: they could only ruin both. Every step to 
reduce the area of non-alignment with power blocs necessarily increased 
the dangers of war. It was an intolerable humiliation for any Asian 
country to become a camp follower of either side. N.A.T.O. was in 
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fact ‘one of the most powerful protectors of colonialism’. Mr Nehru 
concluded by urging support for the Burmese resolution. 

23 Apr.—Mr Chou En-lai, Communist Chinese Prime Minister, 
declared in a speech to the political committee of the conference that 
China had no aggressive or expansionist aims, and he called on delegates 
to pledge themselves to the following principles: (1) respect for frontiers ; 
(2) abstention from aggression and military threats; (3) non-inter- 
ference in internal affairs; (4) recognition of the equality of all races; 
(5) recognition of the equality of nations; (6) respect for the right of 
peoples to choose their own way of life as well as their political and 
economic system ; and (7) abstention from doing damage to one another. 

Mr Chou En-lai offered to sign with Sir Anthony Eden a common 
declaration on the five principles of international relationship signed by 
India and China. He also offered to invite representatives of Cambodia, 
Laos, Burma, Siam, and the Philippines to come and inspect China’s 
frontiers to see that neither aggression nor subversion was being planned 
there. 

Mr Chou En-lai later made a statement declaring that the Chinese 
people did not want war with the United States and offering to enter 
into negotiations with the United States Government, either directly 
or through a mediator, on the relaxation of tension in the Far East, 
especially in the Formosa area. 

24 Apr.—Mr Chou En-lai, in a final speech to the conference, re- 
peated his proposal of direct negotiations with the United States, but 
added that China would not thereby forgo her sacred right of liberating 
her territory of Taiwan (Formosa). He also appealed for a speedy and 
peaceful solution in Korea. 

Mr Nehru appealed to fellow Asians to exert their influence against 
international quarrelling. 

Communiqué. The conference adopted a final communiqué which 
condemned denials of fundamental human rights and racialism under 
colonial Governments, specifying Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, and ‘some 
parts of Africa’; recommended bilateral arrangements among Asian 
and African countries for cultural co-operation; declared support for 
the U.N. principles of human rights and self-determination; deplored 
policies of racial segregation and discrimination and extended support 
for victims of such policies, especially people of African, Indian, and 
Pakistani origin in South Africa; declared support for the rights of the 
Arab people of Palestine and called for the implementation of U.N. 
resolutions on Palestine and for a peaceful settlement of the question; 
urged the Netherlands Government to reopen negotiations on New 
Guinea and expressed the hope that the United Nations would assist 
in finding a peaceful solution; declared support for the rights of the 
people of Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia to self-determination and 
independence and urged the French Government to bring about a 
peaceful settlement without delay; called for disarmament and the 
prohibition of the production, experimentation, and use of nuclear and 
thermo-nuclear weapons and urged the establishment of effective inter- 
national control and in the meanwhile the suspension of experiments 
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Afro-Asian Conference (continued) 
with those weapons, calling on the United Nations to continue efforts for 
total disarmament; supported the position of the Yemen in the case of 
Aden and the Aden Protectorates and urged a peaceful settlement of the 
dispute; urged the rapid ending of colonialism in all its manifestations: 
recommended a study of shipping and collective action to put pressure 
on shipping lines to adopt a more reasonable attitude in regard to 
increases in freight rates; and urged that nations should practise toler- 
ance and live together in peace on the basis of the following ten prin- 
ciples: (1) respect for fundamental human rights; (2) respect for the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations; (3) recognition of the 
equality of all races and of all nations great and small; (4) abstention 
from intervention or interference in the internal affairs of another coun- 
try; (5) respect for the right of each nation to defend itself singly or col- 
lectively in conformity with the U.N. Charter; (6) abstention from 
arrangements of collective defence to serve the particular interests of any 
of the big Powers and abstention from the exertion of pressure on other 
countries; (7) abstention from acts or threats of aggression or the use of 
force; (8) settlement of international disputes by peaceful means; 
(9) promotion of mutual interests and co-operation; (10) respect for 
justice and international obligations. 

The conference recommended that the sponsoring countries should 
consider the next meeting of the conference. 


ALGERIA. 22 Apr.—The Governor-General issued a decree imposing 
control of the press. 
23 Apr.—Terrorism. Two Arabs were shot dead near Azazga, and 
an armed band destroyed a bus and telephone lines near Tizi Ouzou 
in the Aurés region. 
26 Apr.—Creation of military command for ‘emergency areas’ (see 
France). 
30 Apr.—A police officer was shot and seriously wounded in Con- 
stantine. 
1 May—A band of sixty rebels surprised a detachment of native 
auxiliaries in a guard post near Philippeville and stripped them of their 
clothes, rifles, and ammunition. 
Other bandits, thirty miles to the south near Oued Zenati, felled 
telegraph poles and cut a trench across the road. 


ARGENTINA. 21 Apr.—Anti-Clerical Campaign. The muni- 
cipality of Buenos Aires published a decree ordering the building of 
houses of prostitution in the city. 

24 Apr.—Anti-Clerical Campaign. Another Catholic priest was 
arrested after a disturbance in his church at Buenos Aires, following 
criticism by him of the regime in a sermon. He was the nineteenth 
Roman Catholic priest to have been arrested since the beginning of the 
Government’s anti-clerical campaign in November 1954. 

25 Apr.—Oil. The Government signed an agreement with the 
Standard Oil Company of California for the exploitation by the com- 
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pany of petroleum in south Patagonia. Standard Oil agreed to make an 
initial minimum investment of $13-5 m. All oil produced would be 
delivered to the Argentine Government and would be refined, distri- 
buted and marketed by Argentine State Oilfields, a Government con- 
cern. It was agreed that the Argentine Government would receive one 
half of the company’s net profits and that on the expiry of the contract 
the installations, pipelines, and other equipment would become the 
Government’s property. 

29 Apr.—The provincial police of Buenos Aires announced the dis- 
covery of a Roman Catholic ‘plot’ to disturb the workers’ May Day cele- 
brations. The police report said that a large number of pamphlets hostile 
to the Government had been seized at the home of Victor Brignani, 
chairman of Cafiuelas parish committee and a member of Catholic 
Action. A number of arrests had been made. 

Later the police announced further arrests and the discovery of a 
clandestine printing press at San Miguel. 

A parish priest was arrested in Lincoln, Buenos Aires province, while 
distributing pamphlets. 

30 Apr.—Communism. It was announced that the police had 
arrested several active Communists at Tigre, near Buenos Aires, and had 
seized a great quantity of literature and ammunition. 

1 May—Anti-Clerical Campaign. The secretary of the General 
Confederation of Labour announced that the Confederation would 
formally request a revision of the constitution in order to end religious 
education and to separate the Church from the State. 

2 May—The Mayor of Buenos Aires announced the temporary 
suspension of religious education in municipal schools in the city. 

The supreme councils of the men’s and women’s branches of the 
Peronista Party resolved to ‘respect the people’s will, freely expressed 
on 1 May, favouring disestablishment of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and to advise President Peron that ‘the political forces were ready to 
act’. 

4 May—The Peronista blocs in the Senate and House of Deputies 
passed resolutions in favour of the abolition of religious teaching in 
schools and disestablishment of the Church. 


AUSTRALIA. 4 May—Labour Party. The federal parliamentary 
Labour Party rejected by 39 votes to 33 a motion declaring vacant all 
offices in the party except the leadership. The motion was designed to 
secure an entirely new executive. 


AUSTRIA. 22 Apr.—Western Notes to Soviet Union re peace treaty 
(see U.S.S.R.). 

Austrian-Soviet Agreement. Further details were announced of 
the economic agreement reached with the Soviet Government in 
Moscow on 15 April. They showed that (1) the delivery to Russia of 
goods worth $150 m. for the redemption of former German property 
would be made by Austria in six annual instalments of $25 m. each; 
(2) Austria would pay $2 m. for the release of the Austrian Danube 
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Austria (continued) 

Steamship Company; (3) Austria would deliver to Russia 10 m. tons of 
crude oil over a period of ten years in return for the release of the oil- 
fields, refineries, and distributing organization in Lower Austria; and 
(4) an Austro-Soviet trade agreement would be negotiated. 

24 Apr.—The Soviet authorities informed the Federal Government 
that fifteen Austrians who had been imprisoned in Russia had been 
pardoned and would return home on 29 April. 

Announcement of further releases (see U.S.S.R.). 

25 Apr.—Local Elections. In the municipal elections in Soviet- 
occupied Lower Austria the Communist vote was down by one-third in 
comparison with the poll for the 1954 provincial diet elections, and the 
vote for right-wing candidates by one-eighth. 

26 Apr.—Soviet Note to western Powers re Austrian treaty (see 
U.S.S.R.). 

27 Apr.—Herr Raab, the Chancellor, speaking at a joint session of the 
two Houses, appealed to the four Great Powers to sign an Austrian 
treaty in Vienna as soon as possible and to withdraw their troops by 
5 November—the day of the reopening of the Vienna State Opera. 

28 Apr.—Soviet-Austrian Agreement. Deputies of all parties spoke 
in favour of the Moscow agreement during a debate in the Lower House. 

Soviet Concessions. The Chancellor was informed by the Soviet 
High Commissioner of three new concessions by the Soviet occupation 
authorities: (1) the ending of control of goods traffic passing between the 
Soviet zone and the western zones; (2) restoration of the right to allow 
German and French Danube shipping to use the Soviet: occupied part 
of the Danube; and (3) the ending of restrictions on the entry without 
visas into the Soviet zone by foreign nationals of countries having mutual 
agreements with Austria for the abolition of visas. (These concessions 
had been conceded by the western Powers and urged by the Austrians 
for a long time.) 

29 Apr.—The Soviet representative agreed during discussion in the 
Allied Council to accede to the Austrian request for five helicopters and 
five light aircraft for Alpine rescue work. The concession had long been 
urged by the western representatives. 

2 May—Treaty Negotiations. The Ambassadors of the four 
occupying Powers and the Austrian delegation headed by the Foreign 
Minister, Dr Figl, began negotiations on the Austrian State treaty. 


BELGIUM. 27 Apr.—N.A.T.O. Forces. The Minister of Defence told 
the defence committee of the Chamber of Representatives that the 
Belgian forces at the disposal of N.A.T.O. would be reduced in 1956 
from three divisions to two because of the decreasing number of con- 


scripts. 


BOLIVIA. 21 Apr.—Peru. Bolivia and Peru signed in La Paz an 
agreement providing for the building of a railway along the shore of 
Lake Titicaca from the Bolivian port of Guaqui to the Peruvian port of 
Puno, and for harnessing the lake waters for hydro-electric plants. 
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BRAZIL. 22 Apr.—Visit of President Filho to Portugal (see Portugal). 


BULGARIA. 23 Apr.—Price Cuts. Sofia Radio reported that the 
Government had decreed price cuts for foodstuffs of 10-15 per cent; for 
fruit of 18-23 per cent; and for certain textiles and articles of clothing of 


from 10 to 30 per cent. 
29 Apr.—Trade agreement with west Germany (see Germany). 


CANADA. 22 Apr.—Formosa. Mr Lester Pearson, Minister for 
External Affairs, speaking in the House of Commons, said that Canada 
had no commitment on Formosa other than that which arose from 
membership of the United Nations. It was also Canadian policy to 
keep out of the struggle for the offshore islands and he thought that 
there were other Governments ‘which would be well advised to adopt 
the same policy’. It was not to be taken for granted that if the United 
States were involved in a major war Canada, because of her geographical 
position, would automatically follow suit—particularly a war which 
might involve commitments on the mainland of China. Support in those 
circumstances would depend on whether Canadian commitments under 
N.A.T.O. were involved, or whether there was aggression under the 
United Nations Charter. 

3 May—Indo-China. Mr Pearson, Minister for External Affairs, 
told the House of Commons that the international supervisory com- 
mission considered the situation regarding the movement of refugees 
from North Vietnam to be unsatisfactory. Its Canadian member 
certainly thought so and the Canadian Government agreed with him. 


CEYLON. 21 Apr. et seg.—Afro-Asian Conference, g.v. 

Tea Export Duty. The Government reduced the export duty on 
tea from 1 rupee 30 cents to 1 rupee. 

26 Apr.—Bandung Conference. Sir John Kotelawala, Prime 
Minister, speaking in the House of Representatives after his return from 
Bandung, said that a very great achievement of the conference was the 
mutual understanding reached between Communist China and the non- 
Communist countries, though the sincerity of both sides had still to be 
tested. Another notable feature was the eagerness shown by all, includ- 
ing Communist China, to uphold the prestige and authority of the 
United Nations. 

Ceylonese refusal to attend conference on American aid (see India). 

27 Apr.—Tea. The Government announced its decision to enter the 
Ceylon market as a buyer, and to remove quantitative restrictions on the 
export of tea to London for a period of three months. 

The Minister of Food and Agriculture said that the governor of the 
Central Bank of Ceylon would arrange with banks and other financial in- 
stitutions for credit facilities for producers unable tosell their stocks of tea. 


CHINA. 21 Apr. et seg.—Afro-Asian Conference, g.v. 
22 Apr.—Chinese-Indonesian treaty on Chinese of dual nationality 
(see Indonesia). 
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China (continued) 

26 Apr.—Great Britain. The British Chargé d’ Affaires called on the 
Foreign Ministry and expressed the British Government’s ‘grave dis- 
pleasure’ at the continued attacks on the Hong Kong authorities over the 
crash of the Air India plane on 11 April when carrying Chinese pas- 
sengers to the Bandung conference. He also tried to get the co-operation 
of the Chinese Government in obtaining information to help the Hong 
Kong police in their investigations. 

28 Apr.—Chinese-Indonesian statement, and Chinese support for 
Indonesian claims to western New Guinea (see Indonesia). 

1 May—Half a million people took part in the May Day military par- 
ade in Peking which was reviewed by Mao Tse-tung and other leaders. 

4 May—Sino-Japanese trade agreement (see Japan). 


CYPRUS. 27 Apr.—The Government radio station announced that 
police at Limassol had seized quantities of explosives during raids on 
villages in the district. 
A police statement in Limassol said that one man had been arrested. 
2 May—British statement on Greek broadcasts (see Great Britain). 
The trial began in Paphos of the thirteen men who were arrested on 
25 January after the seizure of a Greek motorboat with a cargo of 
dynamite. 


DENMARK. 24 Apr.—Faroe Islands. A Danish ship, the Parkeston, 
with 100 policemen from Denmark, arrived at Thorshavn in the Faroe 
Islands with the task of overcoming the resistance of most of the in- 
habitants of Klaksvig to the replacement of Dr Halvorsen, the chief 
surgeon, by another surgeon. Dr Halvorsen had been excluded from 
the Danish doctors’ union on the ground of collaboration during the 
German occupation of Denmark. A successor had been nominated two 
years previously, but those in control at Klaksvig would not allow Dr 
Halvorsen to be displaced. 

27 Apr.—A general strike was called in the Faroe Islands in support 
of the refusal of the people of Klaksvig to accept a Government order 
for the replacement of Dr Halvorsen. 

The Cabinet decided to send Mr Kampmann, Minister of Finance, to 
the islands to report on the situation. 

29 Apr.—Mr Kampmann arrived in the Faroe Islands and began 
discussions. 

The trade unions in Thorshavn voted by 137 votes to 35 to continue 
the general strike in the hope of forcing the steamer Parkeston, which 
was lying in Skaalefjord near Thorshavn, to return to Denmark. 

2 May—Mr Kampmann returned to Copenhagen to report to the 
Government. 

3 May—The Government announced that it had decided to send 
Mr Kampmann to the Faroes again. 

Mr Djurhuus, head of the Faroes Government, said that he would 
insist that Dr Halvorsen should be removed and that those responsible 
for recent rioting be punished. 
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EGYPT. 21 Apr.—lIsraeli acceptance of proposals to reduce border 
tension (see Israel). 

26 Apr.—Border exchange of fire (see /srael). 

28 Apr.—Barter Agreements. Two barter agreements—with 
Russia and Rumania—were announced. In the one with Russia, Egypt 
agreed to receive {Ez m. worth of paraffin and crude oil in exchange for 
cotton and cotton yarns, and in the one with Rumania, {Er m. worth of 
paraffin for cotton yarns. 

29 Apr.—Censure of Israel for Gaza incident (see Egypt). 

2 May—Colonel Nasser, Prime Minister, returned with his party 
from the Afro-Asian conference (q.v.), having visited Afghanistan on 
the way home. He was greeted with great public enthusiasm. 


ETHIOPIA. 28 Apr.—It was announced that the Emperor Haile 
Selassie had removed his Minister of the Pen, Tsahafe Tezaz Welde 
Guiorguis, and had appointed him Governor of the outlying province of 
Arussi in the south. (He had been Minister of the Pen since the 
Emperor’s return to Ethiopia in 1941 and was considered the most 
powerful member of the Ethiopian Cabinet.) 

The Emperor’s private secretary, Tafara Lorq, was reported to have 
been appointed Minister of the Pen. 


EUROPEAN COAL AND STEEL COMMUNITY. 2 May—Frontier 
Charges. A cut in frontier charges on international coal and iron ore 
railway freights came into effect throughout the common market, and it 
was announced that the remaining tolls, amounting to about one-third of 
the existing charges, would be abolished on 1 May 1956. Frontier charges 
on scrap and steel would be eliminated in two stages on 1 May 1956 and 


1.May 1957. 


FORMOSA. 22 Apr.—A $94 m. trade agreement was signed in Taipeh 
between the Chinese Nationalist Government and Japan. It replaced 
the $74 m. agreement which had expired at the end of March. 

24 Apr.—United States. Admiral Radford, chairman of the United 
States Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Mr Robertson, Assistant Secretary of 
State, arrived in Taipeh for conversations with General Chiang Kai- 
shek. 


FRANCE. 21 Apr.—Visit of Foreign Minister to London (see Great 
Britain). 

Atomic Energy. After a meeting attended by Ministers and scienti- 
fic, industrial, and economic representatives on the peaceful application 
of atomic energy, M. Faure, Prime Minister, said that those present 
wanted France to become a great atomic Power and they had agreed 
that in the initial stage they would put the emphasis upon the possi- 
bilities of atomic energy in industry. This did not mean that France 
would renounce the possible use, for her defence, of the means which 
might result from the development of research and atomic installa- 
tions. 
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France (continued) 
22 Apr.—Western Notes to Soviet Union regarding an Austrian 
treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 
Franco-Tunisian Protocol. French and Tunisian Government 
representatives signed a protocol recording their agreement in principle 
on all the most important subjects at issue. It was agreed to hold a 
further meeting of the delegations not later than 30 May to initia! the 
conventions (which would in the interval be submitted for approval to 
the Bey of Tunis and to the French Government) and to settle out- 
standing points. 
M. Faure, Prime Minister, said that only technical questions and the 
final drafting remained to be settled. He confirmed that agreement had 
been reached on the questions both of the southern frontier territories 
and of the representation of French settlers on municipal councils. The 
two Governments had decided to study the principle of granting full 
civic rights to each other’s citizens, an important innovation. 
M. Tahar ben Ammar, Tunisian Prime Minister, paid a warm tribute 

to M. Mendés-France, whose ‘constructive initiative’ had brought 
about the opening of negotiations, to M. Faure and M. July and to the 
Resident-General in Tunisia, General Boyer de la Tour. 
M. Habib Bourguiba, the exiled Neo-Destour leader, who had been 
called in to the negotiations by M. Faure, expressed wholehearted 
approval of the agreements, saying that they ‘set the seal on Franco- 
Tunisian friendship’ and should open a period of long-hoped-for 
reconciliation. 
24 Apr.—Cantonal Elections. The results of polls on 17 and 24 
April for elections to the councils of the departments showed gains for 
every party at the expense of the Gaullists. The figures were: Con- 
servatives, 519 (gain of 22 compared with 1949); Radicals, 393 (gain 
of 11); Socialists, 279 (gain of 10); Popular Republicans, 106 (gain of 
13); various left-wing parties, 86 (gain of 19); Gaullists, 72 (loss of 79); 
Communists, 43 (gain of 6). 
26 Apr.—Algeria. It was announced that a military command would 
be created from 1 May covering all the emergency areas in the depart- 
ment of Constantine. 
29 Apr.—Indo-China. M. Faure, Prime Minister, told the press that 
France would ‘strictly fulfil’ all the undertakings given at Geneva. 
30 Apr.—Indo-China. An official statement on the situation in south 
Vietnam said that the Emperor Bao Dai’s latest step seeking to remove 
military power from M. Ngo Dinh Diem was in no way undertaken at 
French instigation, and that the Emperor’s attempts at mediation 
‘would have a far greater chance of succeeding if the American Govern- 
ment were more interested in it’. 
1 May—Pinay-Adenauer Talks. Joint statement (see Germany). 
Disorders. A sharp clash took place at Lille between North African 
May Day demonstrators and the police. Seventy demonstrators were 
arrested and twenty police injured. Incidents between North Africans and 
the police also occurred at Maubeuge (Nord department) as a result of 
which forty-eight demonstrators were arrested and nine police injured. 
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Atomic Energy. The Prime Minister and the Finance Minister 
approved a three-year programme for the development of atomic 
energy providing for the expenditure of a 100 milliard francs ({100 m.). 

2 May—Franco-German Talks. The Foreign Ministry issued a 
statement on the Adenauer-Pinay talks. It said (1) that Dr Adenauer 
had urged the renewal of M. Monnet’s mandate as President of the 
European Coal and Steel Community, but M. Pinay had said that this 
required a collective decision of the French Government; (2) France 
would retain administrative control of the Réchling works until such 
time as a change was decided by a majority of the shareholders; (3) the 
Franco-German economic commission mentioned in the communiqué 
would be set up ‘very quickly’. 

3 May—Franco-Saar Economic Convention. M. Pinay, Foreign 
Minister, and Herr Hoffmann, Chief Minister of the Saar, signed a 
Franco-Saar economic convention providing for the application in 
detail of the general agreement reached on 21 March (see No. 7, p. 211). 
It confirmed the maintenance of the Franco-Saar monetary and 
customs union but modified it so as to conform with the new inter- 
national statute for the Saar signed by France and west Germany on 
23 October 1954. Under its provisions a Saar customs service would be 
created to function under the general authority of the French customs, 
and the Saar Government would be represented at any future com- 
mercial negotiations affecting the Franco-Saar union and in any 
negotiations concerning foreign Governments in the Saar. 

Foreign Policy. M. Faure, Prime Minister, told the National 
Assembly that the situation in Vietnam had two threats, one of which 
was to lose the elections, and the other, ‘the more serious, perhaps’, 
to yield to the temptation to run away from the elections. The French 
Government would not follow any egotistical ambition in that part of 
the world. Their twofold aim had always been ‘not to appear to be 
bringing the least pressure upon the independence of Vietnam’ and to 
seek a unanimity of view with the United States, and above all ‘not to 
compromise the friendship of our two countries in a question which has 
already built up for us so many other prejudices’. It was not the job of 
the French Government to show a preference between the different 
parties in south Vietnam. All he could do, M. Faure concluded, was to 
impress on all concerned the importance of seeing that the system of 
Government in Vietnam should be built upon a very solid foundation. 

In a reference to the prospect of east-west talks M. Faure said that 
subject to the Soviet attitude the preparatory period should not be 
prolonged beyond the summer. He spoke also of Atlantic solidarity and 
of the importance of France’s allies’ respecting her interests, and re- 
called that he had already emphasized the importance of a realistic 
policy in the Far East. The Chinese Government in Peking, which held 
in its hands the destiny of 500 m. people could not be ignored. Similarly, 
French interests in North Africa should be recognized and supported 
by the United States and by Britain, who should understand that France 
was ‘dwelling with vigilance on problems of Franco-Libyan reiations 
and the maintenance of indispensable guarantees in the Fezzan’. 
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France (continued) 

4 May—Radical Party. The Radical Party Congress decided to 
displace the existing party leadership and to entrust control of the party 
to an emergency committee consisting of MM. Méndes-France, 
Herriot, Daladier, Queuille, Maroselli, Billéres, and four members 
chosen from the party ranks. The decision represented a move to the 
left. M. Martinaud Déplat, the administrative chairman, had failed to 
secure a hearing and walked out of the meeting in protest against 
attacks made on him. 

Anglo-French atomic agreement (see Great Britain). 


GERMANY. 22 Apr.—East Germany. In a joint letter to Herr 
Nuschke, Deputy Premier, all Protestant Church Councils protested 
against increasing Sunday work in east Germany. (Sunday work was 
contrary to the constitution.) 

23 Apr.—Berlin. Border Incidents. The east German police re- 
leased four west Berlin customs men whom they had seized at pistol 
point from their patrol boat on 21 April. The three allied commandants 
had protested to the Soviet commandant, saying that the ‘intolerable 
behaviour’ of east German police recently had endangered life and 
property in west Berlin. 

West Berlin authorities announced that during the week east German 
authorities had confiscated at one of the border check points seven 
lorries and their loads coming or going to west Berlin. The reasons 
given—inaccurate loading papers—were stated to have been fabricated. 

24 Apr.—East German Road Tolls. Herr Nuschke, east German 
deputy Prime Minister, said in an article in Neue Zeit that the reper- 
cussions of the rise in east German road tolls for western traffic were 
an example of the consequences that west Berlin and west Germany 
must shoulder for refusing to negotiate at Government level with the 
east German authorities. 

25 Apr.—West Germany. Land Election. The results of the Land 
elections in Lower Saxony were announced as follows: Social Demo- 
crats, 59 seats, 35-2 per cent of the votes, (in 1951, 64 seats, 33°7 per 
cent); Christian Democrats, 43, 26-6 per cent; German Party, 20, 12°4 
per cent, (in 1951 Christian Democrat-German Party combined 35, 
23°8 per cent); B.H.E., 18, 11 per cent (21, 14°9 per cent); Free Demo- 
crats, 12, 7°9 per cent (12, 8-4 per cent); other parties, 9, 6-9 per cent 
(26, 19°2 per cent). The radical Right-wing German Reichs party of 
Herr Neumann and his ex-Nazi associates polled less than 4 per cent of 
the votes and obtained six seats. The Communists won two seats. As a 
result of the election the former coalition of Social Democrats and 
B.H.E. no longer possessed an absolute majority. 

26 Apr.—Berlin Customs Force. On the instructions of the 
western commandants, pistols which had been issued to 600 members 
of the west Berlin customs force were withdrawn. 

27 Apr.—Aid for West Berlin. Following a meeting of the Federal 
economic cabinet in Berlin under Dr Adenauer, a programme was 
announced under which the Federal Government would provide 
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1,600 m. marks (£133 m.) in aid for west Berlin over the next four 
years. The programme also provided for the creation of 100,000 new 
jobs, the construction of 75,000 buildings, and for the placing of 
increased investments and contracts in Berlin. 

East German Lufthansa. The east German press office announced 
the formation of a civil air service called the Deutsche Lufthansa. 

28 Apr.—Berlin. Seizure of Lorries. It was announced that five of 
seven lorries which had been impounded by the east German authorities 
had been released without their loads, mainly scrap metal. But it was 
also announced that another three lorries had been seized, again because 
of alleged trivial mistakes in regard to loading documents. 

29 Apr.—West Germany-Bulgarian Agreement. The Federal 
Republic and Bulgaria signed a trade agreement for a total exchange of 
goods to the value of $23-6 m. 

30 Apr.—East German Road Tolls. In a reply to the western 
protest of 15 April against the imposition of increased tolls on west 
German traffic using roads through east Germany, Mr Pushkin, the 
Soviet High Commissioner, said that the matter was within the jurisdic- 
tion of the east German Government, and would have to be settled be- 
tween representatives of east and west Germany. He claimed that road 
tolls were justified since large funds were being spent by the east 
German authorities on roads and bridges, and he also noted that the 
allies were not affected by the measure. He agreed, however, to meet the 
other High Commissioners for a discussion so long as these points were 
taken into account. 

1 May—Franco-German Statement. Following talks on 29 and 
30 April between Dr Adenauer, Federal Chancellor, and M. Pinay, 
French Foreign Minister, a joint statement announced that the two 
Ministers had reached agreement on ‘all points’ in their discussions 
which had ranged over the world political situation, the development of 
European unity, and the whole field of Franco-German relations. It said 
the realization of the Paris treaties would mean that the necessary talks 
with the east would open in the best possible conditions for a genuine 
easing of tension. The re-establishment of German unity on a satis- 
factory basis and the setting up of a ‘general system of security’ could 
lay the foundations of a lasting peace. It was time to advance European 
integration in the fields of aircraft construction, transport, and atomic 
development for peaceful purposes. It was agreed that (1) the French 
proposal for the construction of a Moselle canal should be examined by 

the Federal Republic; (2) proposals prepared by the two Ministers on 
the Saar question, dealing with the referendum, the duties of the super- 
visory commission, and the functions of the European High Com- 
missioner, should be laid before the Council of Ministers of Western 
European Union on 8 May; and (3) that the Réchling family steel plant 
and interests in the Saar should be purchased and a Franco-German 
consortium established in which 50 per cent of the shares would be held 
by French holders and 50 per cent by German. Finally, the statement 
looked forward to the greatest possible extension of Franco-German 
trade; welcomed the establishment of a joint Franco-German chamber 
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Germany (continued) 

of commerce, and the further implementation of the cultural agreement 
of October 1954; and announced the establishment of committees to 
study closer economic and cultural relations. 

2 May—East German Road Tolls. The three western High Com- 
missioners, in a reply to Mr Pushkin’s letter of 30 April, proposed 7 \lay 
for a meeting. They rejected the validity of Mr Pushkin’s remarks and 
insisted once more on the responsibility of the representatives of the 
four occupying Powers in the matter. 

East Germany. Initiation Ceremonies. In a report to the Synod 
of the Evangelical Church Union Dr Scharf, deputy chairman of the 
council, said that only about 14 per cent of the youths attending 
confirmation classes had attended the Marxist ‘initiation’ ceremonies 
recently introduced in east Germany, and an even smaller percentage 
of youths who had already been confirmed. Some who refused to attend 
had been branded as ‘warmongers’ and accused of sabotaging the 
community’s interests. 

4 May—Saar Agreement. The Constitutional Court at Karlsruhe, 
replying to the Social Democrats’ petition of 18 March, ruled that the 
Franco-German agreement on the Saar was not incompatible with the 
Basic Law. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 21 Apr.—Conservative Party. Sir Anthony 
Eden, Prime Minister, was elected leader of the Conservative Party in 
succession to Sir Winston Churchill. 

France. M. Pinay, French Foreign Minister, arrived in London for 
talks with Mr Macmillan, Foreign Minister. 

Atomic Information. Sir Anthony Eden, Prime Minister, in a 
parliamentary written reply, welcomed the proposed agreement be- 
tween N.A.T.O. members for co-operation regarding atomic informa- 
tion (see No. 8, p. 265). 

22 Apr.—New C.LG.S. It was announced that General Sir Gerald 
Templer had been appointed Chief of the Imperial General Staff in 
succession to Field-Marshal Sir John Harding, as from November 1955. 

Western Notes to Soviet Union regarding an Austrian treaty (sce 
U.S.S.R.). 

26 Apr.—Soviet Note to western Powers on Austrian treaty (sce 
U.S.S.R.). 

Anglo-Danish Fishery Convention. Mr Macmillan, Foreign 
Secretary, told Parliament that a revision of the Anglo-Danish Fishery 
Convention of 1901, extending Danish fishery limits around the Faroe 
Islands, had been agreed by the two Governments and would come into 
force on 1 July. 

Imports of U.S. Coal. Mr Joynson-Hicks, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Fuel and Power, in a statement in the Commons on the 
arrangements whereby the United Kingdom had bought U.S. coal for 
sterling, said the U.S. Government provided the dollars up to a 
maximum of $3,970,000 and H.M. Government simultaneously placed 
the sterling equivalent to the credit of the special account opened in 
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pursuance of the Economic Co-operation Agreement of 6 April 1948 
between the two Governments. The U.S. Government wished the bulk 
of the sterling proceeds to be transferred to a joint account held by the 
Jordan and U.S. Governments for the purpose of U.S. economic aid to 
Jordan. The U.S. Government further desired that any small remaining 
part of these sterling proceeds should be used for payments made at its 
request for non-dollar freights on aid cargoes for third countries. 

27 Apr.—Caribbean Federation. Mr Lennox-Boyd, Colonial 
Secretary, in a written parliamentary reply, said that after the reports of 
the fiscal, Civil Service, and judicial commissions on the British Carib- 
bean Federation had been presented and considered by the West Indian 
Governments a revised federal plan would be drawn up in London and 
considered by representatives of West Indian colonies. The drafting of 
the constitutional instruments would then have to be completed and a 
Bill introduced into Parliament. He doubted if a Caribbean Federal 
Government would come actually into being before 1957, though they 
would aim to see it created by the end of 1956. 

Formosa. Replying to a question in the House, Mr Macmillan, 
Foreign Secretary, said that the Government had no commitment in 
regard to the defence of Formosa other than such general obligations as 
might arise from membership of the United Nations. The Government’s 
policy continued to be directed towards securing a cease-fire. It had 
instructed the Chargé d’Affaires in Peking to discuss the Formosa 
situation with Mr Chou En-lai, and to ask him to elaborate his statement 
at the Bandung conference on direct negotiations with the United 
States. 

28 Apr.—National Service. An Opposition motion in the Com- 
mons recommending a review of the operation of the National Service 
Act, preferably by select committee, was not pressed to a division. 
Instead the House passed without a division a Government amendment 
approving the Government’s intention to lighten the burden of national 
service as soon as circumstances permitted. 

During the debate Sir Anthony Eden sharply rebutted an Opposition 
suggestion that the Government had entered into a commitment with 
America in defence of Chiang Kai-shek in Formosa. 

Colonial Development. The report and accounts of the Colonial 
Development Corporation in 1954 were published. They showed a net 
loss of £85,946 compared with one of £403,334 in 1954. 

29 Apr.—Cotton agreement with Pakistan (see Pakistan). 

30 Apr.—Anglo-Iraqi debt agreement (see /raq). 

1 May—High Commission Territories. It was announced that an 
Appeal Court had been established by order-in-council for the British 
High Commission territories of Basutoland, Swaziland, and Bechuana- 
land. 

2 May—Colonial Development. A White Paper (Cmd. 9462, S.O. 
6d.) was published giving details of the allocation of funds under the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Act 1955. It showed that of the 
total of nearly £120 m. (including £80 m. new money) the biggest 
allocations went to research ({£7,976,000) and to higher education 
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Great Britain (continued) 

(£6,853,000). Higher technical education was allocated £2,469,000, 
Allocations to territories included: Caribbean area, £18,179,000, in- 
cluding sums unspent; West African territories £14,480,000, making a 
total available of {£22,372,000; East African territories, £10,960,000, 
making a total of £14,426,000; Mediterranean group (Cyprus, Malta, 
Gibraltar), £4 m., bringing the total available to £5,135,000. 

Greek Broadcasts to Cyprus. Replying to a question in the Com- 
mons, Mr Turton, Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, said that in spite 
of frequent representations to the Greek Government Athens Radio 
broadcasts to Cyprus were still most objectionable, constituted incite- 
ment to violence and sedition, and were clearly inconsistent with Anglo- 
Greek ties of friendship and alliance. ‘The Government had made it 
plain to the Greek Government that the broadcasts could not be dis- 
sociated from the recent outbreak of terrorism in Cyprus. 

3 May—Textiles. Sir Anthony Eden, Prime Minister, announced in 
the Commons that purchase tax would be removed immediately from 
non-woollen cloth and domestic textiles. 

Indian Tariff Reductions. He also told the House that the Indian 
Government had announced reductions in tariffs on imported cotton 
textiles, the effect of which would reduce the tariff on British textiles 
from between 60 and 80 per cent to an average of 25 per cent (plus a 
specific duty of 5 per cent which applied equally to Indian producers), 
On the separate question of the level of imports of duty-free cloth from 
the Commonwealth the Prime Minister said that the Government 
would be reluctant to take action against the imports from India, 
particularly action which would discriminate against her compared 
with other parts of the Commonwealth. Special considerations of 
colonial policy arose in the case of Hong Kong. The Government were 
not prepared at that time and in existing circumstances to depart from 
their long-established arrangements for duty-free entry from the 
Commonwealth. 

Gold and Dollar Reserves. The monthly figures showed that the 
sterling area gold and dollar reserves had increased by $19 m. in April 
to a total of $2,686 m. (nearly £960 m.). This followed decreases of 
$14 m. in March and $82 m. in February. 

Indo-China. The Government published as White Papers the 
reports on the work of the international commissions (composed of 
Canadian and Polish representatives with an Indian chairman) which 
were set up to control and supervise the application of the Geneva 
agreements in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. They showed that grave 
breaches of the agreements had taken place. 

Indonesian Trial of Dutch Prisoners. The Netherlands Embassy 
announced that in view of the increasing difficulties experienced by 
Dutch and Indonesian counsel entrusted with the defence of Mr L. N. 
H. Jungschlager and others, the Netherlands Government had invited 
Mr Derek Curtis-Bennett, Q.C. to take over the defence of the thirty- 
five Dutch citizens on trial at Jakarta for alleged subversive activities. 

The announcement stated that the Netherlands Government was 
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greatly concerned at the position. The Dutch prisoners had been 
arrested at the beginning of 1954 and held imcommunicado for a con- 
siderable time. There had been reports of torture and there had been 
interference with the Dutch counsel for the defence. 

May—France. It was learnt that the United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority and the French Atomic Energy Commission had 
concluded an agreement for the exchange of ‘unclassified information’ 
between the two organizations. 

Uganda. Mr Lennox-Boyd, Colonial Secretary, said in answer to a 
parliamentary question that the Government intended that the changes 
in both the Executive and Legislative Councils of the Uganda protector- 
ate which had been approved by the Government in November 1954 
should be introduced on 1 July. Some of the changes proposed in the 
Legislative Council were, however, contingent on Buganda agreement 
to participate. 

Mr Lennox-Boyd said that he had been asked by the Uganda 
National Congress to receive a delegation to negotiate self-government 
for Uganda within the Commonwealth as a matter of urgency. He had 
replied that the arrangements for constitutional advance in the Pro- 
tectorate were in his view a satisfactory basis for the next stage in the 
progress of Uganda towards self-government as a primarily African 
State, and that in the circumstances he was not prepared to receive a 
delegation for the purpose they had indicated. 


GREECE. 21 Apr.—Earthquake. An earthquake (the second in three 
days) struck the port of Volos, killing six persons and injuring sixty. 


Fewer than a hundred houses remained intact. The chief of the British 
naval mission in Greece offered the help of the British Mediterranean 
Fleet. 

26 Apr.—It was estimated that about 20,000 people in the Volos area 
were without shelter. 

Tax Increase. The Prime Minister, Field-Marshal Papagos, 
announced that all direct taxes would be increased by one-fifth for one 
year in order to meet the emergency created by the Volos earthquakes. 
Customs duties on sugar, coffee, and petrol would also be increased. He 
urged people to accept these sacrifices and promised to appeal to allied 
nations for help to avert a collapse of the economy and to ensure the 
continuation of the development programme and contribution to the 
western defence effort. 

27 Apr.—All sections of the press attacked the new taxes and sug- 
gested that the Government should instead apply for special aid from 
‘allies’. 

Great Britain. Following criticisms in the press of the news that the 
Greek Chargé d’Affaires in London had informed the British Foreign 
Office on the situation after the Volos earthquake, the Foreign Ministry 
stated that the démarche was in line with general instructions sent to all 
embassies. It pointed out that the offer of help from the head of the 
British naval mission had been politely refused. 

29 Apr.—The Foreign Minister appealed to the United States 
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Greece (continued) 
Ambassador for American help to face the economic emergency created 
by the earthquake. 

U.S.S.R. The Soviet Ambassador informed the Prime Minister that 
the Soviet Red Cross had given 100,000 roubles for the earthquake 
victims. 

1 May—Enosis. Special services were held in churches in the larger 
towns and prayers intoned for the ‘liberation of Greek Cyprus’. ‘The 
Government had rejected the request by Athens students for a mass 
demonstration. 

2 May—Greek broadcasts to Cyprus: British statement (see Great 
Britain). 

4 May—Foreign Aid for Earthquake Victims. It was learnt that 
twenty-one countries had contributed relief valued at more than $100 m. 
for the earthquake victims. 


HONG KONG. 29 Apr.—Cotton agreement with Pakistan (see 
Pakistan). 


HUNGARY. 25 Apr.—It was announced that the Assembly had 
decided to issue invitations for an exchange of parliamentary delegations 
to Yugoslavia and Austria as well as to Cominform neighbours. The 
decision was accompanied by a resolution expressing a desire for im- 
proved relations with all the five countries with which Hungary had 
common frontiers. 


INDIA. 21 Apr. et seq.—Afro-Asian Conference, q.v. 

Cancellation by South Africa of talks on problem of Indians in South 
Africa (see South Africa). 

26 Apr.—Conference on U.S. Aid. The Minister for Revenue and 
Civil Expenditure told Parliament that Ceylon had refused India’s invi- 
tation to attend a conference in Simla in May to consider the use of 
future American aid. Burma also was not inclined to accept. (‘The con- 
ference was to consider existing bilateral aid agreements and the admin- 
istration of the proposed regional fund of $200 m.) 

28 Apr.—Untouchability Bill. The Untouchability (Offences) Bill 
passed through the Lower House without much opposition. It provided 
for penalties for the treatment of any person as an untouchable, the 
penalty for a first offence being six months’ imprisonment or a fine of 
Rs 500, and for a second offence compulsory imprisonment. 

30 Apr.—State Bank. The House of the People passed a Bill to 
convert the Imperial Bank of India into the Government-controlled 
State Bank of India. 

Formosa. Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, announced in Parliament that 
Mr Krishna Menon, chief Indian representative at the United Nations, 
was going to Peking at the invitation of Mr Chou En-lai to continue 
discussions on Formosa begun at Bandung. 

2 May—Untouchability Bill. The Council of States passed the 
Untouchability (Offences) Bill unanimously. 


21 APRIL — 4 May 1955 2gI 


3 May—Goa. A military tribunal in Goa sentenced eleven persons to 
terms of imprisonment of from three to thirteen years and to loss of 
political rights for entering Goa and demonstrating for the union with 
India of the Portuguese settlements. One person was acquitted. 

4 May—British statement on Indian reductions in import tariffs (see 


Great Britain). 


INDO-CHINA. 21 Apr.—South Vietnam. Street fighting between 
national army forces and rebel troops of the Binh Xuyen sect continued 
in Saigon. At least three people were killed. 

General Le Van Vien, the Binh Xuyen commander, cabled to the 
Emperor Bao Dai in France saying that he would accept no responsi- 
bility after the ending of the truce. 

23 Apr.—Mr Ngo Dinh Diem, South Vietnamese Prime Minister, 
announced in a broadcast that a general election would be organized 
in three or four months’ time. 

The leaders of the Binh Xuyen and Hoa Hao sects rejected an appeal 
for co-operation by the Prime Minister, Ngo Dinh Diem, and demanded 
the formation of a popular Government. 

24 Apr.—Laotian-Viet Minh Agreement. It was learnt that the 
Prime Minister of Laos, Mr Katay Sasorith, had signed at Bandung an 
agreement with Mr Pham Van Dong, Viet Minh Foreign Minister, on 
the five principles of coexistence (agreed by India and China on 28 
June 1954) in which Mr Van Dong disavowed any designs on the two 
northern provinces of Laos. 

26 Apr.—French Reply to Viet Minh Allegations. The office of 
the French Commissioner-General in Saigon denied Viet Minh accu- 
sations that the French Government had violated the Geneva agreement 
after the cease-fire by maintaining armed partisans in northern Vietnam. 
It said that, on the contrary, all parachuting activities in northern 
Vietnam stopped after 26 April 1954. It was instead the Viet Minh who 
had not respected the agreement, for some of the partisans who opted 
for submission were arrested, imprisoned, and ‘re-educated’, while 
some of them were shot. It accused the Viet Minh Government of 
having, by murder and pressure, forced the partisans to die fighting 
rather than give themselves up. 

South Vietnam. The Prime Minister, Ngo Dinh Diem, dismissed 
M. Lai Van Sang, head of the police and of the Sureté Nationale and 
an important member of the Binh Xuyen sect. 

M. Lai Van Sang barricaded himself in his office although the Gov- 
ernment cut the telephone lines and the water and electricity supplies. 

The Binh Xuyen announced that they would continue to occupy the 
headquarters of the Sureté Nationale and that the Prime Minister 
could not dismiss the chief of police because he was appointed by the 
Emperor. 

General Nguyen Van Vy, Inspector-General of the national army, 
announced his decision to take refuge in the imperial residence at Dalat, 
in central Vietnam, in order that M. Diem’s Government ‘should not be 
tempted’ to arrest him. 
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Indo-China (continued) 

27 Apr.—The leaders of the rebel sects said that they would form g 
revolutionary underground movement unless their demands were me 
by 30 April—the date when the truce was due to end. 

28 Apr.—A message was received from the Emperor Bao Daj 
ordering the sects to avoid all recourse to violence and instructing the 
Prime Minister to avoid any measure ‘liable to hinder the policy of paci- 
fication’. Despite this message, the truce between the south Vietnam 
Government and the two dissident sects—the Binh Xuyen and the Hoa 
Hao—came to a definite end, and bitter street fighting broke out in 
Saigon leading to huge fires which swept the poorer quarters and 
rendered about 20,000 people homeless. The day’s casualties were 
reported to be at least 120 dead and 300 wounded. 

M. Ngo Dinh Diem, Prime Minister, in a broadcast in the evening, 
accused the Binh Xuyen of deliberately launching an attack, thereby 
ignoring the Emperor’s appeal. By thus spreading disorder, he said, the 
sects were playing into the hands of the Communists. 

The Emperor Bao Dai summoned M. Ngo Dinh Diem to Cannes for 
immediate discussions. He also called on representatives of the Army, 
of both dissident and loyal sects, and of political parties and peasants’ 
workers’ organizations, and on a number of former Prime Ministers to 
attend a round table conference at Cannes on 3 May. 

At the same time it was announced that the Emperor had delegated 
full powers to General Nguyen Van Vy, Inspector-General of the 
national army (see 26 April), with instructions to end all conflict between 
the Army, the police, and the sects. 

29 Apr.—Following a meeting of the Council of Ministers, it was 
announced that the ministers had unanimously decided that in view of 
the situation the presence of M. Ngo Dinh Diem in Saigon was neces- 
sary and that ‘no other person has sufficient authority to replace him at 
the head of the Government were he to absent himself’. For the same 
reason it was held that it was not an appropriate moment to transfer 
military responsibility, and it was unanimously decided that General 
Le Van Ty, chief of staff of the national army, should continue in that 
post and that General Van Vy should remain inspector-general. 

Street fighting, frequently of great violence, continued in Saigon. 
Casualties to date were estimated to have reached 1,000. 

Earlier the military leaders of the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao sects had 
issued a statement opposing the appointment of General Van Vy as 
chief of staff. 

30 Apr.—A revolutionary committee formed from various political 
groups adopted a resolution declaring the Emperor Bao Dai to be de- 
posed and proclaiming a republic. It charged the Prime Minister, 
Ngo Dinh Diem, with the formation of a new provisional Government 
to re-establish order, restore national independence, secure the with- 
drawal of troops, and organize elections for a new national assembly. 

The revolutionary committee was reported to represent sixteen 
political groups including leaders of the Dan Xa and Social Democrat 
parties. 
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The revolutionaries arrested General Van Vy, the Emperor’s choice 
as military commander, and General Le Van Ty, the Chief of Staff, and 
forced General Van Vy under duress to endorse their proclamation. The 
two generals were released after elements of the national army had 
threatened to storm the house where they were held prisoners. 

General Van Vy, after calling a meeting of Army commanders, 
claimed to be sure of go per cent of the Army, and said that M. Diem 
was no longer master in his own house, and that the revolutionary 
committee, which he alleged to be led by two notorious members of the 

Viet Minh, were in control. 

The revolutionary committee met again and decided unanimously to 
support General Le Van Ty, but it rejected any delegation of powers to 
General Van Vy. 

General Van Vy fled in the Emperor’s aircraft to Dalat, declaring that 
he no longer had the support of the Army. 

Meanwhile fighting in Saigon had died down and General Ely, 
French Commissioner-General, had deployed about 35,000 men of the 
expeditionary force around Saigon. 

In an exchange of telegrams between the Prime Minister and the 
Emperor the latter again summoned M. Diem to Cannes in peremptory 
terms and announced that he was sending General Van Hinh (who had 
been dismissed by M. Diem in October 1954) to Saigon on a mission of 
information. The Emperor accused M. Diem of having encouraged 
civil war, of not having published the Emperor’s previous messages,and 
of having failed to inform him of the exact casualties in the fighting. 

M. Ngo Dinh Diem replied with a telegram protesting against his 
decision to send General Van Hinh whom he again referred to as a 
‘rebel’ and saying that it could only have grave consequences. 

After the flight of General Van Vy, M. Diem sent another cable to 
Bao Dai in which he said that the Emperor’s ‘misappreciation of the 
situation’ could only provoke very serious incidents. ‘This crossed with 
another telegram from the Emperor who said he had only been trying to 
avoid civil war and establish a representative Government. In this 
respect he wanted to consult M. Diem which showed his ‘non-hostile 
intentions’ towards M. Diem. The Emperor repeated his suggestion for 
a conference of party and group leaders. 

French statement on situation (see France). 

1 May—U.S. support for M. Diem (see United States). 

2 May—M. Diem sent a telegram to the Emperor, countersigned by 
General Le Van Ty, Chief of Staff of the army, and by two new generals 
appointed the previous day by the Government, announcing the refusal 
of senior officers of the national army to accept the transfer of command 
ordered by the Emperor on 28 April, and declaring that in the event of 
his withdrawing recognition of M. Diem they would serve ‘any Govern- 
ment derived from the will of the people’. 

It was announced that M. Diem had despatched M. Ton That Hoi 
as an emissary to the Emperor to acquaint him with the ‘real situation’. 

General Collins, President Eisenhower’s personal representative, 
returned to Saigon from Washington, and Mr Malcolm MacDonald, 
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Indo-China (continued) 
British Commissioner-General in south-east Asia, also arrived in Saigon, 
General Le Van Ty issued an order of the day exhorting his troops 


to pursue the operation against the Binh Xuyen until total victory. Sa 
Fighting broke out again during the afternoon when national troop; G 
launched an offensive against the Binh Xuyen in the south and west an 
suburbs of Cholon—the predominantly Chinese part of the town. I’hey pe 
succeeded in forcing the withdrawal of the rebel forces from the Saigon. wi 
Cholon area. Gi 
M. Diem announced in a broadcast that the Binh Xuyen Chief of in 
Staff, Colonel Minh, had rallied to the national army with five battalions, 
but it was later announced that the five battalions had not arrived to th 
surrender and that Colonel Minh had disappeared. One report said he an 
had been shot with his wife after his defection had become known: les 
another that he had countermanded the surrender orders when he 
learnt that the Emperor’s emissary, General Vy, had fled. we 
The Emperor Bao Dai, in a press interview at Cannes, after denounc- ag 
ing the revolutionary committee as a ‘tiny minority of trouble-makers’, ga 
stated that he had stayed in France since the Geneva agreements at the 
express request of M. Diem; that his support, advice, and warnings IN 
had not prevented M. Diem’s Government from leading the country 
into civil war; that the majority of Vietnamese leaders had accepted his qu 
invitation to a round-table conference; and that he intended to return in 
to Vietnam as soon as the situation became less confused. M 
3 May—M. Diem, Prime Minister, in a broadcast, summoned a 
‘national congress’ to meet in Saigon on 5 May and invited representa- pr 
tives of municipal and provincial councils, of parties and _ political wi 
groups, and of the national army to take part. sh 
The revolutionary committee broadcast an appeal to provincial F . 
revolutionary committees asking them to organize popular demonstra- Er 
tions, in co-operation with the national army, in favour of the deposition fiv 
of the Emperor Bao Dai and its request to M. Diem to form a new to 
Government. At a public meeting called by the revolutionary committee | 
in Saigon placards proclaimed the deposition of Bao Dai, the ‘de- pre 
parture of colonialists, total independence of the constitution, and a | 
popular Government’. of 
Fighting continued in the south-eastern quarter of Saigon, with 
the Binh Xuyen troops fiercely resisting the national army. In the IN 
fighting the Cao Dai General Trin Minh The was killed. m: 
M. Diem received a telegram from the Emperor Bao Dai saying that I] 
the calling of a national congress was illegal, and that in the existing the 
situation and in the middle of a civil war a congress convoked at Saigon for 
and ‘dominated by a revolutionary minority’ could not express the will Wr 
of the people, could not claim to decide the destiny of the nation, and res 


might have ‘very grave consequences for the state of public order’. He 
appealed to M. Diem’s ‘sense of honour and dignity’ not to proceed IR 
with the Congress. Mi 
British White Papers on reports of international commission (s¢e set 
Great Britain). ust 


see 
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French Prime Minister’s statement (see France). 

Canadian statement on refugees from North Vietnam (see Canada). 

4 May—About 1,000 municipal and provincial representatives met in 
Saigon. They were asked to consider a draft motion, prepared by the 
Government, asking the Emperor to agree to hand over all his powers to 
an elected national assembly as soon as it should be created, and, 

nding its creation, to hand back to M. Diem the military powers 
withdrawn from him, to undertake not to change the head of the 
Government or to withdraw full powers from M. Diem, and not to 
interfere with the internal affairs of the country. 

The Vietnam national army claimed that all serious fighting was over, 
that they were in control of nearly the whole of the Saigon-Cholon area, 
and that only about 2,000 men were still faithful to the Binh Xuyen 
leader, General Le Van Vien. 

General Ely denied with indignation recent rumours that the French 
were secretly supplying the Binh Xuyen with arms, and protested 
against what he called ‘a powerful and constant campaign and propa- 
ganda’ against the French. 


INDONESIA. 21 Apr. et seq.—Afro-Asian Conference, q.v. 

22 Apr.—China. A treaty between China and Indonesia on the 
question of the dual nationality of more than 2 million overseas Chinese 
in Indonesia was signed in Bandung by Mr Chou En-lai, Chinese Prime 
Minister, and Mr Sunario, Indonesian Foreign Minister. 

Details of the agreement were not given, but it was understood to 
provide for a choice by Chinese of Indonesian or Chinese nationality 
within a given period, after which those who opted for Chinese citizen- 
ship would be regarded as aliens. 

28 Apr.—China. Mr Sastroamidjojo, Prime Minister, and Mr Chou 
En-lai, Chinese Prime Minister, signed a joint statement accepting the 
five principles of co-existence and pledging co-operation and assistance 
to one another. 

The New China News Agency reported that Mr Chou En-lai had ex- 
pressed Chinese support for Indonesian claims to western New Guinea. 

3 May—Appointment by Dutch of British counsel for treason trial 
of Netherlands citizens (see Great Britain). 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION. 26 Apr.—Dis- 
missed Members of Unesco. The administrative tribunal of the 
I.L.O. gave judgement for Mr Duberg, Mr Leff, and Mrs Wilcox in 
their action against Unesco. It awarded them substantial damages and 
found that the decision not to renew their contracts ‘constituted a 
wrongful exercise of powers and an abuse of rights’ and should be 
rescinded. 


IRAQ. 30 Apr.—Anglo-Iraqi Debt Agreement. The Finance 
Minister and the British Ambassador signed an agreement in Baghdad 
settling outstanding debts between the two countries resulting from the 
use of each other’s services and facilities during the war. The agreement 
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Iraq (continued) 
provided for the payment of £150,000 by Iraq into a trust fund to be 


administered by a joint Anglo-Iraqi committee for the promotion of 


good relations between the two countries. 

2 May—Habbaniya Air Base. ‘The British air base at Habbaniy, 
was transferred to Iraqi command in accordance with the new Anglo- 
Iraqi agreement. 


ISRAEL. 21 Apr.—Israeli-Egyptian Tension. It was announced that 
Israel had accepted three of the four proposals made by General Burns, 
Chief of Staff of the truce supervision organization, for reducing inci- 
dents along the Gaza strip border. The three were: (1) consultation by 
area commanders of both sides; (2) the erection of physical barriers 
along the border; and (3) the stationing of regular forces only as guards 
in the frontier area. Israel had rejected the proposal to set up joint 
Israeli-Egyptian patrols. 

Border Incident. The mixed armistice commission censured Jordan 
for the blowing up of an Israeli house at Zacharia on the night of 
17 April. 

23 Apr.—Lebanon. An Army spokesman announced that the 
Lebanese authorities had detained an Israeli motor coaster which had 
sought shelter in Lebanese waters. 

26 Apr.—Gaza Area. Artillery fire was exchanged for three hours 
between Israeli and Egyptian forces south of Gaza. Both sides accused 
the other of starting the firing. 

27 Apr.—Mr Ben Gurion, Defence Minister, speaking at Ramat Gan, 
referred to Sir Anthony Eden’s recent statement in the House of Com- 
mons putting a revision of frontiers as a condition for an Arab-Israeli 
settlement. He said that if this meant British acceptance of the Egyptian 
claim to the Negev, Israel would fight to the last man to defend the area. 
He advised Israelis to worry more about their own internal short- 
comings than about the declarations and policies of the Powers and the 
United Nations, and said that Israel’s future depended on her own 
efforts and not on the actions, friendly or unfriendly, of other nations. 

Apr.—Frontier Incident. The mixed armistice commission 
censured Israel for a ‘flagrant violation’ of the armistice agreement in 
the Gaza strip on 18 April. 


ITALY. 25 Apr.—Clashes in Rome. About 100 people were detained 
for questioning after neo-Fascists and supporters of other political 
parties had clashed in the Piazza Venezia in Rome on the tenth anni- 
versary of Italy’s liberation from the Nazi occupation. 

29 Apr.—Presidential Election. Signor Giovanni Gronchi, presi- 
dent of the Chamber of Deputies and a member of the left wing of the 
Christian Democratic Party, was elected President of Italy at the fourth 
ballot, receiving 658 votes out of 833. The official Christian Democratic 
candidate, Signor Merzagora, retired after the third ballot when it 
became clear that he had no chance of success, and the party leaders 
then adopted Signor Gronchi as the official candidate. 
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JAPAN. 21 Apr. 
Textile Industry. Because of a threat of a serious depression in the 


textile industry, the Government directed a 12 per cent cut in produc- 
tion in May and June, and also reduced the raw cotton allocation, 
linked to exports, from 110 to 85 per cent in an effort to prevent price 
undercutting and dumping and to maintain sales at an economic level. 
22 Apr.—Trade agreement with Nationalist China (see Formosa). 


25 Apr.—U.S.S.R. The Foreign Ministry announced that Japan had 
accepted the Soviet Government’s proposal to hold discussions in Lon- 
don on the normalization of relations. 

U.S.S.R. Speaking in the Diet, Mr Hatoyama, Prime Minister, 
reiterated the Government’s desire to end the state of war with Russia 
and to restore normal relations, while at the same time maintaining her 
anti-Communist stand and taking every step necessary to protect 
democracy. 

27 Apr.—Defence. The Defence Board announced that it planned 
to have 193,000 men under arms by the end of March 1956—an increase 
of 31,000 over the existing strength. 

China. Mr Hatoyama told the Diet that it was necessary to restore 
diplomatic and trade relations with Communist countries to ease the 
cold war tension. He was confident that his policy would not affect 
relations with the United States, but diplomatic relations with China 
could not be restored at once because Mr Yoshida, the former Prime 
Minister, had promised Mr Dulles that he would not recognize the 
Peking Government. 

4 May—Sino-Japanese Trade Agreement. Chinese Communist 
and Japanese representatives signed in Tokyo a trade agreement pro- 
viding for an exchange worth £30 m. each way. This was the same figure 
as the previous agreement, but the Japanese hoped it would be fulfilled 
to the extent of 80 per cent as opposed to 37 per cent in 1954. 


JORDAN. 21 Apr.—Condemnation of Jordan for border incident (see 
Israel). 


KENYA. 21 Apr.—T wo British schoolboys, aged thirteen and fifteen, 
were found murdered by Mau Mau terrorists north of Nairobi. 

22 Apr.—‘Kikuyu Musical Society’. It was announced that several 
members of an organization called the ‘Kikuyu Musical Society’ had 
been arrested for alleged subversive activities. 

25 Apr.—Kenya Indian Congress. The Kenya Indian Congress— 
successor to the East Africa Indian National Congress—issued a policy 
statement calling for abolition of the principle of reserving land for 
immigrant races; for equal representation of the three major com- 
munities on the Legislative Council and in local government, and an 
equal number of Ministers; and for the removal of racial discrimination 
in immigration policy. It said the congress’s aim was self-government 
within the British Commonwealth, a common roll, and no discrimina- 
tion on grounds of race or religion. 

27 Apr.—Budget. The Finance Minister, Mr Vasey, presented the 
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Kenya (continued) 

budget. In spite of increased taxation he estimated a deficit for 195-4 
of £13,388,762 which, with the deficit at 30 June 1954 of £6,259,35- 
made a total estimated deficit of £19,648,119. This would be reduced by 
the {10 m. British Government grant covering the period to 31 March 
1956. To meet the remainder he would probably have to call on the 
whole of interest-free loans offered by Britain for the same period. He 
would also have to approach Britain for assistance for the April-June 
quarter of 1956. 

Mr Vasey said that {14 m. of the estimated expenditure for 1955-6 
was emergency expenditure. 7 

2 May—East African Command. Lieut-General Lathbury took 
over the East Africa Command from General Erskine. 

3 May—T'wo Mau Mau ‘generals’, one of them said to be responsible 
for 100 murders, were identified among terrorists killed in recent 
actions. 

Thirteen terrorists surrendered, making a total of 435 since the 
amnesty terms of 18 January. 


KOREA. 22 Apr.—U.N. Relief. United Nations officials in Seoul 
stated that more than a quarter of the American aid goods sent to 
Korea since July 1953, were being kept in storage because of the South 
Korean Government’s ‘unhealthy and non-co-operative’ attitude 
towards relief and rehabilitation programmes. 


LEBANON. 23 Apr.—Detention of Israeli vessel (see Israel). 


LIBYA. 27 Apr.—New Government. Mustapha ben Halim (who had 
earlier submitted his Cabinet’s resignation and had been asked by King 
Idris to form a new Government) announced his new Ministry in which 
he himself was Foreign Minister as well as Premier. Other members 
included Abdul Majid Kabar, deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Communications; Ibrahim ben Shaban, Defence; Abdurrahman 
Qalhud, Justice; and Ali Saly, Finance. 


MALAYA. 22 Apr.—Sir John Nicoll, Governor of Singapore, opening 
the first session of the Legislative Assembly under the new constitution, 
said that the Government would work for early, complete, internal 
self-government and the unity of Singapore with the Federation. 
Public services would be staffed with locally domiciled officers, but the 
Government recognized the claims of officers recruited from overseas 
and undertook to look after their interests. No more. expatriate officers 
would be recruited without prior reference to the Council of Ministers. 
The Government intended to engage an economic adviser and to 
appoint an economic commission to advise the Government on ways 
to improve the standard of living. 

25 Apr.—Rubber Industry. The Government announced proposals, 
for submission to the Legislative Council, for a £33 m. aid scheme to 
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help the rubber industry to compete with synthetic rubber. The money 
would be used over eleven years for replanting with newly developed 
strains of rubber trees giving higher yields of latex, or natural rubber. To 
protect rubber planters in lean times, the Government proposed to 
reduce export duty from 5 to 4 per cent whenever the sale price of 
natural rubber fell to 60 Malayan cents (about 1s. 5d.) per lb. or below. 

27 Apr.—Singapore. The Legislative Assembly passed, without a 
division, motions renewing the emergency regulations for the statutory 
three months and approving the Governor’s speech. 

29 Apr.—Two more large areas, East Pahang and South Trengganu, 
were officially declared ‘white’, i.e. free of Communist terrorists. 

4 May—General Bourne, Director of Operations, said that the 
Communist guerrilla leader, Chin Peng, was operating from Siam. 

Siamese announcement of anti-terrorist campaign (see Siam). 


MOROCCO. 25 Apr.—It was announced that 179 arrests had been 
made in the Tafilalet, in Southern Morocco, since the police uncovered 
there in January a plot for a general rising in the spring. One hundred 
terrorist cells were stated to have been discovered and arms and 
ammunition seized. 

26 Apr.—M. July, French Minister for Moroccan and Tunisian 
Affairs, left for Paris after a week’s visit. Disappointment at his failure 
to announce any plans for political reform had led to a closure of 
Moroccan-owned shops in Casablanca, Rabat, and Fez, but they were 
reopened after M. July’s departure. 


NETHERLANDS. 28 Apr.—Paris Agreements. The First Chamber 
of the States General approved by 32 votes to 2 (Communists) the Bills 
authorizing ratification of the Paris agreements. 

3 May—Appointment of British counsel for Indonesian treason trial 
(see Great Britain). 


PAKISTAN. 21 Apr. et seqg.—Afro-Asian Conference, g.v. 

Elections. The Governor-General decided that election to the 
Constituent Convention would be by proportional representation with a 
single transferable vote. 

23 Apr.—Constitutional Crisis. The Law Minister, Mr Suhra- 
wardy, said in Karachi that unless the people heeded the Governor- 
General’s call for a new constituent convention, there would be a 
revolution, a dictatorship with military support, or martial law. He 
emphasized that the Government wished to maintain the rule of law 
and the prestige of the courts. 

27 Apr.—The Governor-General issued an order giving to the 
Constituent Convention all the powers which, under the Independence 
Act, were exercisable by the Constituent Assembly, i.e. both consti- 
tution-making and legislative powers. The order also provided for an 
increase in the membership of the Convention from sixty to eighty. The 
date of the Convention’s first meeting was changed from 10 to 16 May. 

29 Apr.—Cotton Agreements. The Government signed agreements 
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Pakistan (continued) 

with Britain and Hong Kong for exchanging United States cotton 

received under the economic aid scheme, for cotton textiles. 
1 May—China. Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, announced 

that he had accepted an invitation from Mr Chou En-lai to visit China, 


PERU. 21 Apr.—Agreement with Bolivia for building of a railway (see 
Bolivia). 


POLAND. 23 Apr.—Price Cuts. Warsaw Radio announced reductions 
in retail prices which were claimed to save the population about 4,000 m, 
zlotys (£363 m.) a year. 


PORTUGAL. 22 Apr.—Dr Filho, President of Brazil, accompanied 
by the Foreign Minister and the Minister of Marine, arrived on a 
seven-day state visit. 

3 May—Sentences on Indians in Goa (see Portugal). 


RUMANIA. 25 Apr.—Price Cuts. Reductions in the prices of food, 
clothing, and household articles came into effect. The official announce- 
ment estimated that they would save the people over 650 m. lei (about 
£38 m.) in a year. 

28 Apr.—Barter agreement with Egypt (see Egypt). 


SIAM. 26 Apr.—It was learnt that Siamese police had seized a terrorist 
arms dump on the Siamese side of the Malayan border, and had killed 
one of thirteen terrorists discovered in the area. 

z9 Apr.—Prince Wan, Foreign Minister, on his return from the 
Bandung conference, said that Mr Chou En-lai had assured him that 
Nai Pridi Panomyong was merely in Peking as a political exile. As for the 
Thais in Yunnan province, Chinese policy towards them was the same 
as towards other minorities and they represented no threat to Siam. 

3 May—Prime Minister’s speech in Washington (see United States). 

4 May—Statement on Communist guerrilla leader in Siam (see 
Malaya). 

It was announced in Bangkok that planes and reinforcements would 
be used to step up the war against the Communists along the Malayan 
border. The mopping-up campaign would be undertaken in co- 
operation with the British and Malayan security forces. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 21 Apr.—Bantu Education Act. The African 
National Congress appealed to its branches to intensify their campaign 
against the Act, calling on all parents to withdraw their children from 
schools on 25 April. 

Indian Question. Mr Louw, Minister for External Affairs, sent 
a telegram to the Indian Government cancelling the proposed round- 
table talks with Pakistan and India on the question of Indians in 
South Africa. He said that ‘in the circumstances the Union Govern- 
ment were regretfully obliged to abandon this attempt made in good 
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faith, to discuss existing differences in an amicable spirit‘. The deci- 
sion followed speeches by Mr Nehru, Indian Prime Minister, in 
which he had attacked ‘tyrannical oppression in South Africa’ and 
had declared: ‘We are not prepared to tolerate this racial persecution 
under any consideration of communism or anti-communism’. 

27 Apr.—Appeal Court Quorum Bill. After a three-day debate the 
House of Assembly approved by 88 votes to 56 a Bill providing that the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court should require a quorum of 
eleven judges of appeal for all appeals involving the validity of Acts of 
Parliament. 

May—The Senate passed, by 26 votes to 17, the second reading of 
the Appeal Court Quorum Bill. 

4 May—Closure of African College. The non-European University 
College at Fort Hare, Cape Province, was closed by its council, and 
the buildings and grounds were taken over by the police at the request 
of the college authorities. Mr Dent, the principal, issued a statement 
saying that evidence had appeared of the existence of a ‘secret authority’ 
among the students whose instructions were obeyed by students, 
often through fear of physical violence and other intimidation. As a 
result students had resorted to irregular methods, such as boycotts, 
threats, and even violence in attempts to force their wishes on the 
college authorities. This had resulted in an intolerable situation which 
was destructive of freedom of opinion and action within the student 
body. The students’ representative council had found it necessary to 
resign. The executive committee had decided unanimously that it was 
impossible to continue the work of the college under existing conditions. 
All activities of the college were therefore being suspended, and the re- 
admission of individual students would be considered in due course. 


SPAIN. 21 Apr.—United States. Spain signed an agreement with the 
United States to buy surplus U.S. produce, including cotton, maize, 
and tobacco, worth $21 m. 

30 Apr.—U.S. Naval Aid. United States and Spanish representa- 
tives signed an agreement on naval aid providing for the modernization 
of Spanish ships (initially twenty) with new armaments and equipment 
and for modifications to provide greater comfort for crews. 


SYRIA. 22 Apr.—Colonel Adnan Maliki, assistant Chief of Staff, was 
shot dead at a football match in Damascus. He was the brother of Riad 
Maliki, a leader of the Socialist Baath Party. His assassin, an army 
sergeant, who was a member of the Partie Populaire Syrienne, com- 
mitted suicide after the assassination. There had been several recent 
clashes between members of the two parties. 

Angry crowds set fire to the Damascus offices of the Partie Populaire 
Syrienne after the assassination. 

The P.P.S. offices were closed and many members arrested. 


TUNISIA. 22 Apr.—Franco-Tunisian agreement (see France). 
23 Apr.—A group of French settlers met in Tunis and issued a state- 
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Tunisia (continued) 

ment declaring that they would fight against the application of the new 
Franco-Tunisian agreement which they proclaimed to be invalid be- 
cause it sacrificed the interests of Tunisia and France and ‘could end 
only in the rapid and total ruin of the Franco-Tunisian community’, 

2 May—Dr Burnet, chairman of the Movement for Free Franco- 
Tunisian co-operation, was attacked and injured by terrorists. Later an 
attempt was made to attack M. Pignon, a retired university professor, 

3 May—M. Cuny, head of a Government department, was attacked 
and severely beaten, apparently by the same band of terrorists. Ajj 
three victims were supporters of the Movement for Free Franco- 
Tunisian co-operation. 

General Boyer de la Tour, French Resident-General, ordered the 
arrest and deportation of General Rime-Bruneau, president of the 
right-wing Présence Frangaise movement, who had denounced the 
Franco-Tunisian agreement in a public meeting in Tunis on 30 April 
and had threatened members of the Movement for Free Franco- 
Tunisian Co-operation. He said in a broadcast that the General, ‘in 
addition to extravagant pronouncements which excite irresponsible 
youths’, had made contact with Muslim extremist organizations and had 
defied a summons from the Minister of Defence to come to Paris and 
explain himself. 

General Boyer de la Tour said that he had always defended the claims 
of the French community in so far as they were well-founded and would 
continue to do so. But he would not yield to pressure. He forbade all 
public demonstrations untii further notice. 


TURKEY. 4 May—Turco-U.S. agreement on atomic research co- 
operation (see United States). 

Visit of Prime Minister to Yugoslavia (see Yugoslavia). 

United States Aid. Mr Menderes, Prime Minister, in a statement on 
American-economic aid, said that as a result of this aid Turkey had been 
able since 1948 to reorganize her army and improve her economy. 
Nevertheless she was anxious to become self-sufficient and independent 
of foreign help and for this reason had submitted to America certain 
proposals for the readaptation of U.S. economic assistance to meet the 
situation. Whatever the outcome, close co-operation with America 
would continue. 


UGANDA. 22 Apr.—The committee set up by the great Lukiko of 
Buganda in December 1954 to consider the Hancock proposals on con- 
stitutional reform (see p. 32) presented its report to the Lukiko which 
then adjourned until g May. 

The committee recommended, inter alia, that the Kabaka should 
become a constitutional monarch, and that the Lukiko should no longer 
refuse to accept Baganda representation on the Legislative Council. 
It also proposed certain amendments to the Hancock proposals, includ- 
ing the following proposals: that the Kabaka, instead of making the 
proposed solemn engagement, should make a declaration before the 
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Lukiko; that the Kabaka should himself appoint regents, or failing the 
Kabaka, the Lukiko; and that the Kabaka should himself appoint the 
chairman of the proposed Buganda Government appointments board. 

The committee also asked that the Government pledge against 
federation should be written into the constitution, and that agreements 
between the British and the Baganda should be incorporated where 
appropriate into the Uganda Order in Council so as to provide for 
legally enforceable rights. 

26 Apr.—Constitutional Changes. ‘The acting Governor announced 
that a ministerial system of Government would be introduced on 1 July. 

27 Apr.—The Uganda estimates for 1955-6 showed that on the 
introduction of the ministerial system on 1 July the Uganda Govern- 
ment would include, in addition to the Chief Secretary and the Attorney 
General, six Ministers for Finance, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 
Local Government, Social Services, Rural Development, and Works, 
respectively, and two others, without portfolio. 

28 Apr.—Mau Mau. During the second reading in the Legislative 
Council of a Bill for the expulsion of members of the Kikuyu, Meru, and 
Embu tribes from the Protectorate, the Chief Secretary said that crimes 
of violence had increased; at least one murder in Uganda had been 
directly connected with Mau Mau; and a gang had been rounded up 
and an organized cell system and a Mau Mau court discovered. 

4 May—Statement by Colonial Secretary (see Great Britain). 


UNITED STATES. 21 Apr.—Disarmament. Mr Stassen, the Presi- 
dent’s special assistant on disarmament, said that unilateral disarma- 
ment by the United States would open ‘the trap door to the most 
horrible war and the most destructive century of struggle and slavery’. 
Attempts by underground Communists to secure such disarmament 
ranked with cynicism as among the most ‘serious handicaps on the road 
to peace’. 

Agreement with Spain for sale of surplus produce (see Spain). 

22 Apr.—Indo-China. General Collins, President Eisenhower’s 
special emissary in south Vietnam, gave a personal report to the Presi- 
dent on the situation there. 

Western Notes to Soviet Union regarding an Austrian treaty (see 
U.S.SR.). 

U.S.S.R. The State Department announced that Russia had agreed 
in principle to return during the summer to the U.S. authorities at 
Kiel sixty-two of the 186 naval craft received by Russia under the 
wartime lease-lend agreement. 

Cash Margins. The Federal Reserve Board increased from 60 to 70 
per cent the amount of cash that investors were required to put up in 
buying stocks. (The margin requirements had been raised from 50 to 
60 per cent on 4 January.) 

23 Apr.—China. The State Department issued a reply to the offer 
of negotiations on Formosa made by Chou En-lai at the Afro-Asian 
conference (q.v.). The statement said that the United States always 
welcomed any sincere efforts to bring peace to the world. If Communist 
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China were sincere, there were a number of obvious steps it could take 
to clear the air considerably and give evidence of its good intentions. 
It could place in effect in the area an immediate cease fire; it could 
release immediately the American airmen and others unjustly held; and 
it could accept the outstanding invitation of the Security Council to 
take part in discussions to end hostilities in the Formosa region. The 
United States would insist on the participation as an equal of their 
ally, the Free Republic of China, in any discussions concerning the area, 

25 Apr.—Atomic Ship. President Eisenhower announced in , 
speech to the Associated Press of America plans for an atom-powered 
merchant ship which would not require refuelling for; scores of thousands 
of miles of operations. 

26 Apr.—Formosa. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, told a press con- 
ference that the United States would seek to discover whether the 
Communist Chinese offer at Bandung to negotiate a peaceful settlement 
of the Formosa dispute was sincere. ‘In doing so, we shall not of course 
depart from the path of fidelity and honour toward our ally the Republic 
of China.’ In reply to a question whether the United States would con- 
sent to talks with Communist China without Chinese Nationalist par- 
ticipation, Mr Dulles said that that depended on what was talked about 
and the evidence of good faith which was provided, but he added ‘We 
are not going to talk about the interests of the Republic of China behind 
its back.’ He said the Chinese Nationalists ‘had indicated their strong 
opposition to a cease-fire and in that respect our views do not coincide’, 
but the presence of Nationalist China was not indispensable in so far as 
the United States was concerned in trying to secure a cease-fire. 

Mr Dulles also said that the United States would welcome an assur- 
ance of the abandonment of force by Communist China but it must be 
made in the form of a public statement otherwise there would be ‘no 
adequate sanction in the weight of public opinion’. 

Reciprocal Trade Agreements Bill. The Senate finance commit- 
tee approved by 13 votes to 2 the Administration’s foreign trade Bill 
providing for an extension of reciprocal trade agreements for three 
years and for presidential authority to reduce tariffs by 15 per cent over 
that period and to reduce to 50 per cent any tariffs above that rate. An 
amendment was inserted authorizing the President to set limits on 
imports if they were deemed ‘to impair the national security’. 

27 Apr.—China. President Eisenhower confirmed to his press con- 
ference that the United States was ready to discuss any matter with 
Communist China which did not directly affect Nationalist China’s 
interests or territories, including a cease-fire. He said that the State 
Department statement of 23 April that ‘free China’ must take part as an 
equal in ‘any discussions concerning the area’ had overstated the position 
by ‘an error in the terminology’. 

President Eisenhower also revealed that within the past three wecks 
he had exchanged personal letters with Marshal Zhukov, but he did not 
disclose their contents. 

1 May—Defence Orders in Europe. A Defence Department 
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report on the mutual defence assistance programme for 1954, showed 
that between 1952 and the end of 1954, the U.S. Air Force in Europe 
had ordered aircraft and related equipment costing $443-6 m., of which 
orders costing $442°5 m. had gone to European countries, including 
221-1 m. to Britain, $200 m. to Germany, $91-2 m. to France, $39°9 
m. to Switzerland, $39 m. to Italy, $30-3 m. to Holland, and $20-9 m. 
to Belgium and Luxembourg. The U.S. Navy had placed orders costing 
$19°8 m., all of them in Britain. 

Indo-China. The State Department re-emphasized United States 
support for M. Diem’s Government in south Vietnam. 

2 May—International Finance Corporation. ‘The President asked 
for congressional sanction for an appropriation of $35 m. as the United 
States contribution to a $100 m. fund of the International Finance 
Corporation, which it was proposed to set up, within the framework of 
the International Bank, to encourage private enterprise abroad. The 
President pointed out in his Message that the United States, in en- 
lightened self-interest, was vitally concerned about the movement of 
capital into free countries unable to pay their way. 

3 May—U.S.-Spanish naval aid agreement (see Spain). 

Aid to Asia. President Eisenhower gave to Congressional leaders 
an analysis of the Asian aid programme which included the following 
allocations: South Korea $460 m. and South Vietnam $425 m. (both 
almost exclusively for military assistance); Nationalist China, $102 m.; 
Pakistan, $92 m.; India, $85 m.; Siam, $45,500,000; Philippines, 
$28,500,000; Indonesia, $8 m.; Afghanistan, $2 m.; Japan, $1 m. 

Immigration. The head of the United States delegation told a 
meeting of the inter-Governmental Committee for European Migration 
in Geneva that the United States would issue 170,000 visas in Europe 
in the following eighteen months. 

Siam.—Field-Marshal Pibul Songgram, Prime Minister of Siam, 
who was on an official visit to the United States, said in an address to 
the National Press Club that the peoples of Asia, as was clearly demon- 
strated at the Bandung conference, desired their political freedom and 
self-government. They must not only be assisted to those ends by their 
western friends but shown how to govern properly and efficiently. 
A new form of colonialism now threatened to supersede the dying 
western imperialism. The countries of Asia had had the experience of 
political bondage and now feared ‘economic shackles’. If the western 
nations desired to have friends and allies in Asia they must allow free- 
dom of action in each individual country. Asians should be allowed to 
develop their own economic strength and deal with the west on an 
equal footing. Assistance to less advanced countries should be given, 
wnen possible, through their own Governments or through inter- 
national bodies. 

The Field-Marshal said that to meet the immediate situation the 
living standard and economic health of free Asia should be improved, 
and should always exceed what the Communists could provide; the 
west must show that democracy had far more to offer than Communism. 
Armed strength, too, played its vital part against Communist aggres- 
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United States (continued) 

sion. Siam was a firm believer in the United Nations and collective 
security and was confident that the Manila treaty would form a bulwark 
for peace in the whole of Asia. 

4 May—Turkey. It was learnt that an agreement had been signed 
by the United States and Turkey for co-operative research in the peace. 
ful use of atomic energy under which the United States agreed to supply 
Turkey with equipment and technical advice. , 

Turkish statement on U.S. aid (see Turkey). 

Reciprocal Trade Agreements Bill. The Senate passed by 7; 
votes to 13 the foreign trade Bill as amended in committee (see 26 April) 
It was then sent to conference with the House. 


U.S.S.R. 21 Apr.—Japan. It was announced that Russia had proposed 
to Japan that representatives should meet in London to discuss a 
resumption of normal relations. 

22 Apr.—Agreement on return of lease-lend craft (see United States), 

Austro-Soviet agreement (see Austria). 

Austria. Similar Notes were received from the three western Powers 
in reply to the Soviet Note of 19 April. The British Note welcomed 
Soviet readiness to conclude the Austrian state treaty and expressed 
willingness to participate ‘at the earliest possible moment’ in a meeting 
of the Foreign Ministers of the four Powers, together with Austrian 
representatives, in order to sign a treaty. But it proposed that, as the 
Austro-Soviet discussions had shown that some preparatory work stil! 
remained to be done, the Ambassadors of the four Powers should 
meet in Vienna on 2 May to complete such work. 

24 Apr.—Release of fifteen Austrians (see Austria). 

Austria. Tass announced that the Praesidium of the Supreme 
Soviet had agreed to reprieve 613 Austrian citizens serving terms of 
imprisonment in the Soviet Union. 

The statement said that a further seventy-four prisoners ‘convicted of 
particularly serious crimes’ would be handed over to the Austrian 
authorities as ‘war criminals’. Thirty-nine Austrian civilians serving 
sentences for espionage against the Soviet Union would be handed 
over when the Soviet troops left Austria. 

25 Apr.—Persia. The Government ratified the Soviet-Persian agree- 
ment of 2 December 1954 on frontier and financial questions. 

Anglo-Soviet Treaty. The foreign affairs committees of both 
Houses of the Supreme Soviet in joint session approved the Govern- 
ment’s decision to annul the Anglo-Soviet treaty on the ground that 
Britain had violated the treaty by her moves to rearm Germany. 

Japanese agreement on Soviet-Japanese meeting (see Fapan). 

26 Apr.—Austria. Replying to the western Notes of 22 April, the 
Soviet Government agreed to take part in a meeting of Ambassadors in 
Vienna for preparatory work on the Austrian peace treaty, but it said it 
did not consider such a meeting the shortest way of reaching agreement. 
The Note welcomed the three Governments’ agreement to an early 
meeting of the four Foreign Ministers on the Austrian treaty. 
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28 Apr. et seg.—Further Soviet concessions to Austria (see U.S.S.R.). 

Barter agreement with Egypt (see Egypt). 

1 May—Addressing the May Day parade in Moscow, Marshal 
Thukov, Minister of Defence, said that although the Soviet Union was 
paying special attention to heavy industry and defence needs, it be- 
lieved in the possibility of co-existence among nations and in the settle- 
ment of all disputes by peaceful means. They were faced, however, by 
an imperialist policy of threats and provocations. The rearmament of 
western Germany was an obstacle to the reduction of tension, and the 
Soviet Union and other members of the democratic camp had to take 
further measures for strengthening their defences. The Soviet forces, 
equipped with the latest technical weapons, were capable of destroying 
any group of forces threatening the Soviet people. 


YEMEN. 25 Apr.—It was announced that Imam Ahmed had decided 
to open the private safe which had belonged to his father, reputed to 
contain £100 m., and to use it in development projects for the benefit of 
the people, 

It was also announced that the Imam had decided to appoint the 
Crown Prince, Seif ul Islam El Badr, head of a new Government which 
would not include any other member of the royal family (a radical 
change from previous Governments). 


YUGOSLAVIA. 23 Apr.—Executive Council. The National Assembly 
approved a Government proposal to elect three new members to the 
Federal Executive Council, bringing the total number to thirty-two. The 
three were: Mr Popovic, chairman of the parliamentary economic 
commission, Mr Stojnic, and Colonel-General Dapcevic, Chief of the 
Army General Staff. 

24 Apr.—Balkan Powers’ Agreement. The National Assembly 
ratified the agreement signed by Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia on 
3 March setting up a Balkan Consultative Assembly (see No. 6, p. 197). 

25 Apr.—Hungarian invitation for exchange of parliamentary dele- 
gations (see Hungary). 

4 May—Turkey. Mr Menderes, Turkish Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister, arrived on a six-day official visit. 
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(OEEC): Basic Information (revised) 
PaNaMA: Background to the Pre- 

sent Political Situation 17 January 1955 6d. 
SARAWAK: The Political and 22 March 1955 Is. od. 
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